SOME years ago I was accustomed to go shooting every autumn in Nova Scotia, and each season I was more and more impressed by the very dark coloration of the Ruffed Grouse killed there. I therefore made into skins during my last two shooting trips to this province a series of sixteen Grouse.
SOME years ago I was accustomed to go shooting every autumn in Nova Scotia, and each season I was more and more impressed by the very dark coloration of the Ruffed Grouse killed there. I therefore made into skins during my last two shooting trips to this province a series of sixteen Grouse.
I am very sorry to say I did not skin any young individuals but picked out old birds of both sexes, selecting them one or two at a time from our daily bags which were often large.
Upon comparing specimens the Nova Scotia bird proved to be quite as different from Bonasa umbellus togata (Linn.) as that form is from Bonasa umbellus umbellus (Linn.), and has been described in MS. as a new subspecies for years. The reason it has not until now been published is that Mr. Brewster had in contemplation a monograph of the Ruffed Grouse for which he had, for a long time, been gathering material, and the new form was to have appeared in it. This project is now indefinitely postponed and the Nova Scotia Grouse may be known as :--Bonasa umbellus thayeri • subsp. nov. It is probable that the new form is confined to the almost insular province of Nova Scotia, although I cannot be sure about the bird from the coast of New Brunswick as the specimens I have before me are in worn midsummer plumage, and not comparable with the Nova Scotia specimens, all of which were taken in October.
